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The time is almost upon us for everyone’s favorite sporting event.  
 
No, not the Super Bowl. 
 
Not the Women’s World Cup, either. Girl, I wish.  
 
Pff, definitely not the Stanley Cup, get the fuck out of here.  
 
No, I’m talking about the Summer Olympic Games. The thing we all come together to appreciate 
the athleticism, endurance, and sometimes, sheer fearlessness of the human body. But 
recently, a well known but underrated sport has been campaigning to be included in the 2024 
Paris Olympic games.  
 
Some of you may have already guessed it - I’m talking about Chess. A game of strategy, tactics, 
and on occasion, blood. From nosebleeds. From thinking too hard.  
 
The organisation FIDE, which translates to International Chess Federation - yeah, there’s a 
whole federation - filed with the IOC to be included as an Olympic sport in 2024. But how is a 
board game able to do that? Is it even a sport? Well, yeah. Technically, it is.  
 
In 1999, while petitioning for inclusion at the 2000 Sydney Olympics, the International Olympics 
Committee declared that, yes, chess is a sport. To be recognized by the IOC, a sport must be 
part of an international federation - check, thanks FIDE. From the Olympics actual website, 
quote, “This is required in order to conform to the Rules of the Olympic Charter, the World 
Anti-Doping Code as well as the Olympic Movement Code on the Prevention of Manipulation of 
Competitions” 
 
Wait. So part of FIDE’s purpose is to enforce anti-doping regulations? That’s a breeze. It’s 
chess! It’s a sit-down game! No one needs to dope to be good at it. Right?  
 
Wrong! A 2017 study revealed that two drugs are often used to enhance performance in chess: 
Modafinil (which is usually used for Narcolepsy) and everyone’s favorite friend, Ritalin. FIDE has 
been cracking down on this behavior and regularly drug tests at world championships. But 
Ukranian Grandmaster Vasily Ivanchuk refused to provide a urine sample at the 2008 Chess 
Olympiad. Which I guess was never dealt with? 
 



But this brings us to our next piece of this big chess puzzle: there is a Chess Olympiad! Totally 
separate from the Chess World Championships, by the way, don’t get those two confused. 
Arranged on a two-year cycle and also separate from The Actual Olympics, the Chess Olympiad 
includes one hundred and seventy two countries. And get this, it was founded in 1924 - when 
Chess originally tried to be added as an Olympic sport.  
 
1924!  If - and it’s a big if - they are included in the 2024 Olympic games, it will have taken FIDE 
a full 100 years to be included in the Olympics Games. As part of their campaign they’ve even 
created this darling logo, which is honestly more than I can say for me, I haven’t done anything.  

 
 
But this isn’t even the first time recently that they’ve tried to be included in the Olympic games. 
They try all the time! The whole reason the IOC recognized their federation in 1999 was 
because they were campaigning to be included in the 2000 games. When they didn’t make it in 
to the 2020 Tokyo games, FIDE President Kirsan Ilyumzhinov immediately tried to be included 
in the 2022 Winter Games in Beijing, saying Curling is like, “chess on ice.”  
 
I’m just going to be real with you here Kirsan. You sound hella desperate. It’s like the Redskins 
trying to win a single game in 2019, it’s just sad.  Also, I’m no expert at chess or curling, but I’m 
certain that the two are not similar.  
 
Maybe there’s a reason chess hasn’t been included in the Olympics in years past. It truly is not 
physical, and I’m not sure we’d call people who play chess ‘athletes.’ Luckilu, the IOC does 
have standards for what constitutes a sport being included in the games in any given year: “The 
Olympic Charter indicates that in order to be accepted, a sport must be widely practiced by men 
in at least 75 countries and on four continents and by women in no fewer than 40 countries and 
on three continents. The sport must also increase the ‘‘value and appeal’’ of the Olympic Games 
and retain and reflect its modern traditions.” This is from the Encyclopedia Britannica, but we did 
fact check it, you’re welcome.  
 
So in other words, a sport must interest a lot of men, some smaller number of women, and offer 
sizeable advertisement revenue to the Olympic Games.  
 



To be fair to FIDE, I’d say chess qualifies for two of those three. Millions of people compete in 
chess world wide. But will it create advertising revenue? And if an Olympic chess tournament 
were to be broadcast, would it hold enough viewers to make it worth it?  
 
A great way to find out would be to allow chess into the Paris Olympics for a single year, as 
Tokyo is doing with baseball, surfing, karate, skateboarding, and sport climbing. Tokyo is adding 
these five sports to the Olympic lineup for 2020, and only for 2020. If they want to be included in 
2024, they’ll have to campaign again, just like our lone underdog, chess.  
 
Jean-Philippe Gatien, Sports Director at the Paris 2024 games, said he will consider new sports, 
specifically looking at two criteria. The sport has to have a tradition in France, and it must “speak 
to the youth of France.” So. Check, and almost a checkmate?  I play sudoku, I don’t actually 
know the rules of chess. 
 
But  if you think chess is alone in their IOC recognition but lack of inclusion, you’d be wrong. 
This is all completely true - there’s a whole Association of IOC Recognized International Sports 
Federations. These are federations who have been recognized by the IOC as actual sports, but 
are not included in the Olympic games at this time, and it includes forty two different federations. 
You might see some old favorites on there like Squash, Bowling, and Bridge. But you might also 
see a few unfamiliar faces like Korfing, Orienteering, and this one is real - Life Saving.  
 
We’re all on pins and needles with the decision about chess in Paris 2024, but a decision won’t 
be made until after Tokyo 2020 closes, which is several months from now.  
 
But I love an underdog. So in an effort to help the cause, let’s get #Chess2024 trending, and 
show Paris and the IOC that we at ESPN support all sports, even if they’re sit-down ones! Just 
because chess players wear suits and ties, and stare dead-eyed, and usually have bad posture, 
doesn’t mean they’re not athletes! And I’ll say right here and now, that if chess is included on 
the 2024 roster, I will personally be there to cover it - broadcast rights, be damned!  
 
And I will even brush up on the rules of chess! Together, we can make chess an Olympic sport!  
 
We’ll be right back. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


